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President Kwaśniewski did not know that there is a CIA prison in Poland. When he found out, he ordered its liquidation. So claim three SLD
 politicians who held high state posts in 2003.

The persons we interviewed requested anonymity; they are prohibited from revealing top secret information. What is more, some of them are witnesses in the secret prosecution concerning CIA detention of persons regarded as terrorists in Poland in 2002-2003. 

Below are the fragments of the SLD politicians’ story. We should remember that this is only one of many versions [of the story]:

Politician 1: „They called it an investigative centre”

The Americans asked us for a possibility to stop for refuelling and to set up a site in Poland. But they did not call it a prison but an investigative centre. They told us that their collaborators will be stationed there. Dedicating one pavilion in Kiejkuty [the school of Agencja Wywiadu
 is located there; from 2002 to 2004 Zbigniew Siemiątkowski was the Agency chief] was not a problem. The place is divided into different sub-zones with different access levels.

The planes with detainees were received at the Szymany airport by the officers of Agencja Wywiadu who posed as border guards. From there one travelled to Stare Kiejkuty in cars on diplomatic plates and with darkened windows. 

Aleksander Kwaśniewski did not know what was going on there. He did not meet with the CIA liaison officers. Everything was done at the level of government and the intelligence.

As to the document that was allegedly signed by Miller
, it is not true [the document which contained, among others, Leszek Miller’s consent for setting up the secret site, was mentioned among others by the ex-MEP Józef Pinior]. I am not convinced by the assertion that the document contained instruction what to do with a possible corpse of a detainee. I think Pinior could have read some internal instruction of the Kiejkuty intelligence school, where it was simply said what happens when somebody dies at the AW site – because of a heart attack, during training, because of an accident. The corpse referred to by Pinior does not have to be a detainee’s corpse but e.g. of an officer. 

Kwaśniewski contributed to the site’s closure. He was the first to realise that something stinks there. He had a serious discussion with Bush in 2003 and asked him to take this crowd away. The site stopped operating in 2003 even though the planes were still landing.

Politician 2: "Poland was at the frontline”

It was like this: during his visit in Poland in 2003 president George W. Bush expressed great gratitude to Kwaśniewski. It was so effusive that Kwaśniewski realised that something is wrong here. He started checking around and he found out that Bush was thanking him for the secret CIA prison in Poland. Kwaśniewski ordered it to be closed. That’s why on 23 September 2003 there was a last special CIA flight from Szymany with detainees on board.

To understand why we got into so deep cooperation with the Americans you need to bring back the contemporaneous context. At the beginning of 2002 we noted an increased influx of people from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and Nepal. The border guards stopped them at the border under various pretexts and checked their data in databases of western and American intelligence. Similar things happened at airports. In almost 30 cases these were people associated to various degrees with Islamic radicalism. They were turned away, not allowed into Poland.

What was interesting, they did not protest, which, in the eyes of our services, was significant: if the guy does not protest and calmly turns away, it means that he is testing us. The opinion was that these were the ‘pilots’ testing the level of our control. We had a feeling of a serious threat and that Poland became the frontline.

We increased our infiltration of Islamic groups in Poland with a positive result for them – there was no doubt that they are loyal to Poland. We targeted e.g. a strange group of students from Africa and the Muslim countries who came to Łódź to learn Polish at a school for foreigners. They were under strict observation because of their intense contacts with radical organisations.

Retaliation was seriously taken into account. Security of critical infrastructure was strengthened. The services moved all agents to work on threats. 

After [summer] holidays of 2002 the situation was considered to have calmed down and the level of threat was lowered. 

Politician 3: "Kwaśniewski got mad with anger”

We knew that the Americans have a secret base in Poland and that CIA planes land in Szymany. But we did not know that there were detainees on board. Kwaśniewski was to realise what is really going on only after in June 2003, when Bush in meeting of a small group of people thanked him for what Poland did in the war against terrorism. He was surprised because we did not do anything special beyond sending the troops. It did not dawn on Bush that Kwaśniewski might not know; he probably thought that, like in America, the president has the executive power and he decides in such important matters.

After this visit Kwaśniewski started to look into what he was thanked for. And he dug into this. He got mad with anger, ordered the site closed.

I don’t know if it is right to say that the site was in Stare Kiejkuty. Maybe. I’ve heard that the Americans rented hotels and they took these terrorists there. For sure only Americans were in charge. They brought to Poland not only the best agents, who interrogated the terrorists, but also agents responsible for cooking, tidying up and supplies. This was a most top secret operation. Is such cases the Americans do everything themselves, they cannot risk a leak.

Kwaśniewski: “There was cooperation. There were no prisons.”

Aleksander Kwaśniewski refuses to comment on this issue. – There was a cooperation of Polish and American intelligence services, there were no prisons – he has been repeating over the years.

In September 2020 he told ‘Gazeta’: We did not know about these facts, if they took place. I do not think they were known at all before. A cooperation of intelligence services is secretive by nature. You have to remember that it was not a script of a thriller, it was a fight with terrorism. These were people who blew up the World Trade Centre and many other objects around the world; people who participated in the death of a few thousand of people. A fight with such terrorism could also be brutal in character. This of course does not change the fact that each army, each service, has its rules, law and has to obey it. I do not accept a version that democracy has to disarm before terrorists and the terrorists can do with us what they want. This is a huge dilemma, how much freedom, how much security and how to keep the balance.

The prosecution concerning the CIA site in Poland has been conducted since 2008. Recently ‘Gazeta’ revealed that prosecutor Jerzy Mierzewski how conducted it from the start, has been removed. We have also published the questions which the prosecutors asked international law experts. It followed from them that the prosecutors gathered evidence that the site existed and the Americans detained there persons who they suspected of the Al-Qaida membership.

Two Saudis who claim they were detained in Poland were granted a victim status in the prosecution. 

The politicians who agreed on setting up an exterritorial base, excluded from Polish jurisdiction, can be – if the evidence is convincing - put before the Tribunal of State.

How were the CIA prisons revealed

On 2 November 2005 ‘Washington Post’ published first information about detention of CIA captives
 suspected of terrorism in secret prisons in Central Europe. Upon U.S. authorities’ request the names of the countries were not given but five days later the human rights organisation Human Rights Watch reported that CIA detained the prisoners among others in Poland and Romania.

Polish authorities denied vigorously. They only admitted that CIA-chartered flights landed at the Szymany airport. 

Special commission of the European Parliament got interest in the issue. Its report (of 2006) contains information that CIA had prisons in Poland and that our authorities did not want to cooperate with the commission, and the Polish government and Sejm
 completely ignored the delegation of the European MPs. No direct evidence has been quoted in the report.

The report caused the Polish government to protest.

In 2008 Polish prosecutors commenced an investigation to finally clarify the case. ‘Gazeta’ wrote at that time that one proof in possession of the prosecutors is a note of Agencja Wywiadu confirming existence of a CIA site in Poland. In the autumn of 2008 in a TVN
 report directed by Ewa Ewart and called “Mysterious Flights”
 the evidence that CIA planes landed in Szymany was shown for the first time. This was a document of the airport administration. In 2009 ‘Rzeczpospolita’
 wrote that the flights of CIA-chartered planes were hidden before European flight control institutions (Eurocontrol) with the assistance of Polish services. In 2010 the Helsinki Foundation [for Human Rights] obtained a flight register of the CIA-chartered jets. It followed from it that some of the passengers must have stayed in Poland. 
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